Autosafe VBE Manual, version 1.0

1 Introduction

This utility makes backup copies of VBA components to a user-defined directory. It keeps a user selectable number of copies of each component. It thus keeps a number of generations of your code as your work progresses, enabling you to return to a previous copy when things go wrong. Because it just exports the VBA components, it is unobtrusive because this process is relatively fast compared to saving your workbook or document.

2 Where can this utility be found?

There are two locations:

www.jkp-ads.com 

and

www.oaltd.co.uk/mvp
3 Installing the utility

Installing the utility is done by performing the steps below.

· Open the Zip file

· Unpack all files from the Zip file into one directory.

· Close the Zip file

· Go to the directory to which you unzipped the files to

OfficeXP users: You must insure that Access to VBA Project has been turned on for this utility to work. Goto Tools – Macro – Security – Trusted Sources Tab – and Check ON the “Trust Access to VB Project”
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3.1 Excel

To ease the process of installation, a set-up file is included, called “Setup Autosafe VBE.xls”.

To use this, you need to do the following

· Open the file called “Setup Autosafe VBE.xls”. Make sure you enable Macros.

· Click the setup Button.

You can also manually install the Autosafe VBE utility

· Extract the file called “Autosafe VBE.xla” from the Zip file to any convenient directory

· Open Excel, choose Tools, Add-ins from the menu

· Click the “Browse” Button and navigate to the file “Autosafe VBE.xla”.

· OK your way out.

3.2 Word

To ease the process of installation, a set-up file is included, called

“Setup Autosafe VBE.doc”.

To use this, you need to do the following

· Open the file called “Setup Autosafe VBE.doc”. Make sure you enable Macros and that macro security is set to no more than medium.

· Click the setup Button.

You can also manually install the Autosafe VBE utility

Extract the file called “Autosafe VBE.dot” from the Zip file to the Word startup directory.

The location of this directory depends on your setup and operating system:

C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Office\Startup

or

C:\Documents and Settings\<username>\Application Data\Microsoft\Word\Startup

or

C:\Windows\Profiles\<username>\Application Data\Microsoft\Word\Startup

or

C:\WINDOWS\Application Data\Microsoft\Word\STARTUP

4 Removing the utility

I have not provided any means of uninstalling the Autosafe VBE add-in, but it is a simple enough process

4.1 Excel

· Start Excel

· Choose Tools, Add-ins

· Uncheck Autosafe VBE

· Close Excel

· Open the windows Find files or folders dialog (press the windows-key in combination with the letter f or click start, find, files or folders)

· Search for “Autosafe VBE.xla”

· Delete all files with (exactly!) that name

· Start Excel again

· Choose Tools, Add-ins

· Try to check “Autosafe VBE “

· Have Excel remove it from the add-in list.

4.2 Word

Find the file called “Autosafe VBE.dot” and delete it.
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Working With Autosafe VBE

After installation a menu item called “Autosafe VBE...” is added at the bottom of the Tools menu of the VBE (office 2000 and up) and on the Tools menu of the application itself. Select this item to change settings and use a few options of Autosafe VBE.
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Once clicked, this dialog screen is shown:

Path
Sets the path Autosafe VBE will use for the copies.

Interval
The timing interval used for the copying.

Generations
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The number of copies to be kept. This works as a stack: the latest copy has a number 1 behind the file name. Once a new copy is made, all older copies are renumbered ascending and the files above the Generations count are deleted:

Just do open (designer) windows
When checked, skips any modules/forms/class modules that have no open window

Just do changed components
When checked, only changed components are saved.
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Use separate path for each project
When checked, a subfolder is used for each project, named similar to the projects’ workbook:

Enable
Check to enable the utility

OK button
Accept changes

Cancel button
Reject changes

Cleanup button
Press this button to delete all backup copies from the AutosafeVBE folder.

ExportActive Button
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This button will create copies of all components of the active project in a subfolder called ExportedProjects below the AutosafeVBE folder. These copies will not be removed with the Cleanup option.

About Button

Shows information about version and build.
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7 Version history

	Version
	Date released
	Remarks

	1.0
	April 2003
	First release

	1.0 build 26
	Aug 2006
	Moved settings from ini file to registry, fixed some reported bugs.


8 About the Author

I am Jan Karel Pieterse, born 1961. Studied Chemical Engineering and did a post graduate on polymer technology. I have experience regarding "Experimental design", or DOE (Design Of Experiments) and therefore some feeling for statistics. I am the founder of JKP Application Development Services (www.jkp-ads.com). I Have been a CompuServe TA for a number of years and have been granted the MVP status in 2002.

Contact me at jkpieterse@jkp-ads.com.

9 Disclaimer

Even though utmost care has been taken to make this utility work safely, I accept no liability for any harm done to your files or system whatsoever.

10 Copyright

All rights on this code remain with the author(s), as mentioned above and in the code. No parts of the code may be copied. Distribution of the entire utility is permitted, selling it is not.
